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The first public art installation presented by the  

Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to  

the Holocaust features portraits of Holocaust survivors 

living in New York City. Photojournalist B.A. Van Sise  

spent the past year photographing survivors who are part 

of the Museum’s Speakers Bureau and who serve as 

Gallery Educators. Eyewitness was commissioned for 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 2017 at the Museum.  

The installation consists of 31 photographs of Holocaust 

survivors (between 4 and 13 feet high) filling the  

windows of the Museum’s façade and windows along  

the Reflection Passage on the Museum’s third floor.

OPENED APRIL 20, 2017. 
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“In a 15–year career, this has possibly been the single 

hardest assignment I have ever taken on. I chat with the 

subjects, listening to their stories, and I end up carrying 

part of their lives within me, after I leave. I was once an 

elementary school teacher, and many of the survivors 

were roughly the age of the first graders I used to teach, 

when they went through the Holocaust. Meeting these 

people, you realize: they were never children.”  

B.A. VAN SISE



8EYEWITNESS

REMARKS
at New York’s Annual Gathering of Remembrance  

APRIL 23, 2017

Remembering the lives lost in the Holocaust  

is an act of resistance against the Nazis’ attempts  

to dehumanize and destroy the Jewish people.
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The full horror of genocide is in its ambition not only to murder individu-

als, families, and communities, but also to wipe out the entire people 

to whom they belonged—the people who could tell their story, acknowl-

edge their humanity, and preserve their memory. In their attempt to 

obliterate the Jewish people, the Nazis sought to change the future 

and master the past. There would be no Jews to remember the Jewish 

people who were exterminated; there would be no Jewish perspective 

on Jewish history, no Jewish insistence that each life is important and 

should be mourned. Having been denied their humanity in life, victims 

of the Shoah would be denied it in death. There would be no survivors’ 

voices or rallying cries. 

Today, we are still here. The Jewish people persist, and we refuse to for-

get. We will not allow the memory of millions to pass into stony silence. 

We owe it to our people, ourselves, and our children to insist that when 

we mourn those who were killed and comfort those who suffered, we 

tell their story with precision, accuracy, and the utmost respect for their 

human dignity. We will not contribute to an already enormous loss by 

allowing ignorance and prejudice to deny the complex lives that were 

brutally cut short or changed forever. We will not forget.

Thank you for coming together on this day of remembrance. New York’s 

Annual Gathering of Remembrance is the largest Yom HaShoah event 

in the nation. It is an honor and privilege to speak to you today as the 

President & CEO of the Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial 

to the Holocaust, New York’s contribution to the global responsibility to 

never forget.

I want to recognize Rita Lerner and Ann Oster for their commitment to 

presenting this gathering each year, the many elected officials in atten-

dance and thank all those who made today happen. I especially want 

to thank the Holocaust survivors and the family members of survivors 

who set an example with their presence here today and remind us how 

important it is to remember.
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What should remembrance look like? How should it feel? We at the 

Museum face the necessary challenge of representing the facts of the 

Holocaust while encouraging visitors to connect to history on a human 

level. The more than 30,000 items in our collection illustrate Jewish life, 

reveal Jewish self-reliance in the face of exclusion, and suggest the trau-

ma of extreme loss in the Shoah. These objects are ambassadors from 

a world that flesh-and-blood people created, inhabited, and fought to 

preserve.

Visitors to our New York home can explore items that represent per-

sonal experience of global significance. Just as importantly, they can 

discover thousands of testimonies by Holocaust survivors, liberators, 

rescuers, Jews who served in the Allied Armies during World War II, and 

many others. We are defining the future of testimony-based Holocaust 

education, pioneering new ways to explore survivor accounts and oral 

histories.

 

There is an urgent question at the heart of our efforts: What will Holocaust 

education look like for future generations who do not have survivors in 

their families, neighborhoods, and communities?

The Museum must take on an even greater role in allowing visitors to 

hear from witnesses and make human connections mediated through 

technology and supported by artifacts.

The Museum’s collection not only documents the story of the Holocaust, 

but also prevents others from falsifying its scope, magnitude, and sig-

nificance. Even as the Nazis attempted genocide, they also targeted the 

non-Jews they decided were “of inferior races." They murdered commu-

nists, political enemies, and resistors. The Museum’s educational mis-

sion addresses the full scope of these crimes. 

Six million Jews were murdered and Jewish ways of life were nearly 

stamped out forever. Documented facts of this history, original records 

and photographs, and witnesses’ accounts are our strongest answers to 

those who deny or minimize the Holocaust. 
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In our own time, we are seeing a rise in anti-Semitism and Holocaust de-

nial. We have to be vigilant. The Museum stands against bigotry, hatred, 

and violence. We protect the historical record, strengthen scholarship, 

promote understanding of Jewish heritage, and stand with vulnerable 

groups. And on days like today, voices from the past can inspire all of 

us to answer calls from the present. Yom HaShoah is a day on which we 

fulfill the sacred obligation to remember. It is also a time to let what we 

know of the past inspire our present priorities. Today we teach our chil-

dren that they must remember, and we guide them to envision a world 

that’s worthy of their futures. This is a project that’s best undertaken 

together.

My work at the Museum has motivated me to reflect on the power and 

potential of gathering as a community. Earlier this year, for International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, the Museum hosted a community read-

ing of Elie Wiesel’s Night. The event brought in the Museum’s larg-

est public program audience ever, and people from around the world 

watched the livestream, making it a truly international remembrance. 

But even beyond what the event meant for the Museum, it was a de-

fining moment for me personally. I saw that days like today are power-

ful because they demand our presence, our attention, and most of all, 

our togetherness. They challenge us to think of how we carry not only 

our personal, individual histories, but also the history of our people. 

The weight of this history can feel like a burden, but when the burden is 

shared, it becomes an important lesson in what we mean to each other. 

Thank you for being here, and for helping me undertake the difficult and 

crucial work of remembering.

Michael S. Glickman
President & CEO 

Museum of Jewish Heritage 

A Living Memorial to the Holocaust
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Lyuba Abramovich 
Inge Auerbacher

Aviva Finkelstein Blumberg
Michael Bornstein
Bronia Brandman
Ludwig Charatan

Sally Frishberg
Esther Geizhals

Eugene Ginter
Leon Gleicher

Elly Berkovits Gross
Ruth Gruener

Fanya Gottesfeld Heller
Margot Hopfer

Susanne Kaplowitz
Celia Kener

Maximilian Lerner
Toby Levy

Gabriella Major
Eva Melamed

Harvey S. Moser
Ruth Wachner Pagirsky

Sol Rosenkranz
Rachel Roth

Ruth Strauss Schloss
Judy Koeppel Steel

Sami Steigmann
Fredrick Terna

Hanna Wechsler
Helena Weinrauch

Ruth Zimbler
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Lyuba Abramovich is originally from Slonim, Poland. This area later 

became Belorussia. During the Holocaust, she lost her husband, 

their only son, and her entire family in a massacre. This nightmare 

led her to flee to the forest and join the partisans in August 1942. 

Ms. Abramovich fought as a soldier in all the battles of her brigade 

and also helped to care for the wounded. For one of her missions, 

she organized a group of seven female partisans (including herself) 

to blow up a train. By the end of the war, she had helped to derail 

18 enemy troop trains. For her bravery she was awarded the Red 

Star and the Fatherland Medal. After the war, Ms. Abramovich testi-

fied in trials of the war crimes of the Regional Kommissar and the 

Chief of Police from Slonim. Today, she volunteers her time as a 

member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage  

– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Lyuba
Abramovich
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Inge Auerbacher was born in Kippenheim, Germany. She was 

imprisoned from 1942 to 1945 in the Terezin concentration camp 

in Czechoslovakia from age seven to ten. In 1946, she immigrated 

to the United States of America and now lives in New York City. 

She graduated from Queens College with a degree in Chemistry 

and later continued her graduate work at Hunter College. She has 

written lyrics, been the subject of documentary films, and authored 

three books: I Am a Star, Beyond the Yellow Star, and Running 

Against the Wind.

Inge 
Auerbacher
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Aviva Finkelstein Blumberg was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1931.  

Ms. Blumberg lived with her mother and sisters. Her father was a 

journalist who left to work in the United States in 1940. Just before 

the Warsaw ghetto uprising, Ms. Blumberg was given to a stranger 

whom her mother had met casually. The family took the child as an 

act of defiance against the Nazis and also because they needed the 

money provided by the Jewish underground to care for the child. 

After the Polish uprising in Warsaw, Ms. Blumberg was deported 

with the family who was hiding her. After they were liberated, Ms. 

Blumberg managed to get in touch with a family friend who imme-

diately contacted her father, who had been searching for his family. 

She came to the United States in 1945.

Aviva  
Finkelstein  

Blumberg



21MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE



22EYEWITNESS

Michael Bornstein, originally of Zarki, Poland, was one of the 

youngest children liberated from Auschwitz, at only four years 

of age. Zarki was home to over 3,400 Jews, of whom only approx-

imately 30 survived. Mr. Bornstein's father and brother were 

murdered. He and his mother emigrated to the United States 

following their liberation.

Michael
Bornstein
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Bronia Brandman was born into a family of six children in Jaworzno, 

Poland. She was eight years old when World War II broke out. Her 

family members experienced confinement in ghettos, enslave-

ment in labor camps, deportation, and murder. Ms. Brandman 

narrowly escaped the gas chambers at Auschwitz by running 

away from her assigned line upon arrival and joining one of her 

sisters in another line. Ms. Brandman remained at Auschwitz 

until January 1945, when she began a forced death march to 

Germany. Ms. Brandman was liberated from the Neustadt-

Glewe camp by the American and Russian armies in May 1945. 

Today, she is a retired public school teacher, volunteering her 

time as a member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of 

Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Bronia  
Brandman
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Ludwig Charatan was born in Lvov, Poland in 1925. In 1943, he and 

his family were imprisoned at the Janowska concentration camp. 

His sister was killed by the Nazis before they started clearing the 

camp. With the help of a Ukrainian policeman and a Polish cattle 

skinner, Mr. Charatan’s family escaped from the camp, fleeing to a 

farm owned by an acquaintance. They hid in a bunker at the edge 

of the barn, covered by wooden planks and thorny plants. The Jews 

hid there during the day. At night, the Polish family brought them 

out of hiding and they shared conversation, warmth, and food. Mr. 

Charatan immigrated to New York City in May 1949. He is a retired 

meat and poultry dealer and has published a book entitled Eye to 

Eye: A Memoir of the Nazi Holocaust in Poland.

Ludwig
Charatan
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Sally Frishberg was born in Poland in 1934. During the war, she lived 

with German soldiers and was hidden by Polish Catholics. She and 

her family were hidden in an attic for years. In 1945, she left Poland, 

arriving in the United States in 1947. In 1958 she became a teach-

er at Fort Hamilton High School, where she taught until 1991. In 

2005 Ms. Frishberg was awarded the Yavner Award for Excellence 

in Holocaust Education by the State of New York. She was a Gallery 

Educator at the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to 

the Holocaust for many years and now works as an active member 

of the Museum’s Speakers Bureau.

Sally
Frishberg
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Esther Geizhals was born in Lodz, Poland in 1929. From 1939 until 

1944, she was imprisoned in the Lodz Ghetto. She was sent to 

Auschwitz in August 1944. She was in Auschwitz-Birkenau for six 

weeks. From there she was sent to Bergen-Belsen where they slept 

in tents in the snow and ice. From there she was sent to Rochlitz, 

near the Czech border. Ms. Geizhals was liberated by the Russian 

Army during a death march in April 1945. She came to the United 

States in 1947.

Esther
Geizhals
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Eugene Ginter was born in Krakow, Poland in February 1939. He and 

his parents were in the Plaszow Ghetto and Plaszow concentration 

camp. He was also interned at Gross-Rosen, Brunnlitz, Birkenau, 

and was liberated from Auschwitz on January 27, 1945. From there 

he was placed in an orphanage in Krakow until his mother found 

him. In 1950, he and his family immigrated to the United States. A 

retired teacher, today Mr. Ginter volunteers as a Gallery Educator 

and member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish 

Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Eugene 
Ginter
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Leon Gleicher was born in 1923 in a village near Turka, Galicia, 

Poland (present-day Ukraine). He grew up on a farm with his  

parents, brothers, and sisters. During the war, he was in the Sambor 

ghetto, from which he escaped as it was being liquidated. He hid 

in the forest until he joined the Russian partisans. After the war, 

he was in Foehrenwald displaced persons camp before coming to  

the United States in 1949. Mr. Gleicher currently lives in Queens. He 

has two children and numerous grandchildren. He volunteers his 

time as a member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish 

Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Leon
Gleicher
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Elly Berkovits Gross was born in Simleul-Silvaniei, Romania 

(Transylvania). In 1942, Ms. Gross’ father was drafted into forced 

labor. He was murdered in the spring of 1943. In 1944, Ms. Gross 

and her surviving family members were deported from the ghetto 

to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where they were separated from each 

other immediately. Ms. Gross was transferred to Fallersleben 

and then Salzwedel. U.S. troops liberated her on April 4, 1945. 

Ms. Gross then lived in Romania until she immigrated to the 

United States in 1966 with her family. She has written numerous 

books about her experiences and volunteers her time as a mem-

ber of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage  

– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Elly  
Berkovits  

Gross
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Ruth Gruener was born in Lvov, Poland. Her family was moved into 

the ghetto, where they stayed for three months. A Christian friend 

of her parents’ hid her in their home. She was seven years old. Her 

parents also survived in hiding. They immigrated to the United 

States in January 1949. Ms. Gruener attended Brooklyn College 

and the New York School of Interior Design. Today, she volunteers 

as a Gallery Educator and member of the Speakers Bureau of the 

Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Ruth
Gruener
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Fanya Gottesfeld Heller was born in a small Ukrainian village in 1924. 

She and her family hid from the Nazi death squads with the help of 

two Christian rescuers. Dr. Heller is the author of Love in a World of 

Sorrow: A Teenage Girl’s Holocaust Memoirs and the subject of the 

documentary Teenage Witness: The Fanya Heller Story, narrated by 

Richard Gere. She obtained B.A. and M.A. degrees in psychology 

from the New School for Social Research and honorary degrees from 

Yeshiva University (YU) and Bar-Ilan University. Dr. Heller is a bene-

factor of the United Jewish Agency’s Project Renewal in Lod, Israel; 

the Benjamin and Charlotte Gottesfeld Chair in Talmud at YU; the 

Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Division of Doctoral Studies at YU’s Azrieli 

Graduate School of Jewish Education; and the Fanya Gottesfeld 

Heller Floor at the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem.  

Dr. Heller is a member of both the Board of Trustees and the 

Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust.

 

Fanya
Gottesfeld

Heller
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Margot Hopfer was born in Wurzburg, Germany in 1926, the 

daughter of a middle-class family. During Kristallnacht, her father 

was imprisoned and summarily murdered, and their home was 

interrupted by Gestapo agents. In 1939, applying as the child of a 

deceased parent, she and her younger brother were chosen for 

the Kindertransport and brought to live in Britain, where they were 

taken in by a Christian family. A local minister helped to arrange 

a visa for their mother to be brought over as a housekeeper. They 

progressed through several families before escaping to the United 

States in June of 1940, sponsored by a Baltimore family that agreed 

to arrange for a visa on the condition that the refugees never 

contact them, even to say thank you. Ms. Hopfer has refused to ever 

return to her native Germany.

Margot
Hopfer
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Susanne Kaplowitz was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1936. She was 

brought up in a middle-class, Orthodox Jewish family. In March 1944 

the Nazis occupied Hungary and immediately enacted anti-Jewish 

laws and restrictions. Susanne and her younger brother went into 

hiding, assisted by a very courageous Christian woman. They hid in 

various places and survived many dangers throughout the year until 

the liberation by Soviet forces on January 18, 1945.

Susanne
Kaplowitz
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Celia Kener was born in 1935 in Lvov, Poland. When the Germans 

invaded in 1941, life totally changed. Her father was drafted into the 

Russian army while the rest of her family moved into the ghetto. Ms. 

Kener's mother was selected for a labor camp and was periodically 

brought in to visit the family on weekends. Her mother found a 

childless Roman Catholic couple and promised her daughter to 

them because she didn’t think that she would survive. Ms. Kener 

was eventually reunited with her mother. The family was liberated by 

the Russians. Her father escaped the Russian army to an Uzbekistan 

displaced persons camp under an assumed name and survived. 

Celia and her parents came to the United States in 1949. Today, she 

volunteers her time as a member of the Speakers Bureau of the 

Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Celia 
Kener



53MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE



54EYEWITNESS



55MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE



56EYEWITNESS



57MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE

Maximilian Lerner was born in 1924 in Vienna, Austria. After he was 

expelled from school, the family fled to Paris. After three years of 

challenges, they secured visas to the United States and in April 

1941, they arrived safely in New York. At 18, Mr. Lerner enlisted in 

the United States Army knowing he would eventually be drafted. He 

was eager to be involved in the war. Because of his language skills, 

he was assigned to the Military Intelligence Training Center at Camp 

Ritchie in Maryland. Almost a year after volunteering for service, Mr. 

Lerner became an American citizen, which he says was the proudest 

day of his life. He went back to Europe as an American soldier in 

March of 1944, was recruited into the Office of Strategic Services, 

and served as a Special Agent in the Counter Intelligence Corps 

while still engaging in secret missions for the OSS. After Germany’s 

surrender he was involved in the short-lived denazification effort. 

Today, Mr. Lerner is an author and a member of the Speakers 

Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to  

the Holocaust. 

Maximilian
Lerner
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Toby Levy was born in Chodorow, near Lvov, Poland in 1933. She 

grew up in an Orthodox family. In spring 1941, the Germans invaded 

Soviet-occupied Poland; a few months later, Jew were forced into 

ghettos. In fall 1942, Ms. Levy's family went into hiding. The family 

was taken in by a Polish woman who had been a customer in her 

father’s fabric store. They remained hidden in a barn until June 

1944, when they were liberated by the Red Army. The family came to 

the United States in 1949. Today, Ms. Levy volunteers her time as a 

member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage 

– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Toby
Levy
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Gabriella Major was born in Debrecen, Hungary during World 

War II. She was deported with her mother and grandmother to 

a concentration camp near Vienna after many months of living 

in a ghetto. Eventually her family was liberated by the Russians. 

After reuniting with her father, the family lived in Hungary under 

Russian occupation. In 1956 the Hungarian Revolution broke out, 

and the family immigrated to the United States in 1957. Today, Ms. 

Major volunteers her time as a Gallery Educator and member of 

the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Gabriella
Major
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Eva Melamed’s father was taken in 1943 from his town of 

Hajduboszormeny, Hungary to the Mauthausen concentration 

camp, where he was killed. Ms. Melamed’s mother was left widowed 

with four small children. In May 1944, the family was deported 

to the Terezin concentration camp. Ms. Melamed and her three 

siblings survived through the bravery of their mother. After the war, 

Ms. Melamed and her family moved to the United States and they 

settled in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn. Ms. Melamed is a 

proud mother and grandmother.

Eva
Melamed
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Harvey S. Moser was born in Freiburg, Germany in 1928. He left for 

France with his brother after Kristallnacht in November 1938. One 

year later he and his family were passengers on the SS St. Louis, 

which went from France to Cuba. After the SS St Louis was denied 

entry to Cuba, he and his family returned to Europe on the SS St. 

Louis. They arrived in Belgium in June 1939 and from there went 

to France, where they lived for the next year. On May 13, 1940 they 

arrived in New York City on one of the last French boats to leave 

France for the United States during World War II. The boat was sunk 

by a German U-boat while it was returning to France. Dr. Moser, a 

retired dermatologist, is a member of the Speakers Bureau of the 

Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Harvey S.  
Moser
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Ruth Wachner Pagirsky was born in 1926 in Berlin, Germany. 

She and her family were deported in 1936 to Poland. She lived in 

Katowice until September 1939. Ruth was 13 years old when the war 

started. After losing many family members, Ruth spent time hiding 

in the forest and ended up in a labor camp. She later obtained false 

identification papers that stated she was a Polish Catholic. This new 

identity allowed her to work on a farm in Germany for three years 

until she was liberated by US soldiers in 1945. Ms. Pagirsky came to 

the United States in June 1946. Today, she volunteers her time as a 

member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage 

– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Ruth
Wachner
Pagirsky
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Sol Rosenkranz is originally from Krosniewice, Poland. While living in 

the ghetto at Krosniewice, Mr. Rosenkranz managed to convince five 

gentile families each to hide one of his family members. While Mr. 

Rosenkranz and his brother were working in a labor camp, however, 

he learned that the rest of their family was being transported to a 

death camp. Mr. Rosenkranz worked near the rail line. Many of the 

Jews being transported would throw notes out of the car windows 

in the hope that someone would be able to give the notes to their 

families; he received one such note. Eventually, he and his brother 

were transported to different concentration camps. Mr. Rosenkranz 

was in six camps—two in Poland, two in Germany, and two in 

Czechoslovakia. He found his cousin while in Buchenwald, and after 

being transported to several camps, they were liberated in Terezin. 

Only one of Rosenkranz’s brothers survived. He is a former Gallery 

Educator and member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of 

Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Sol
Rosenkranz
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Rachel Roth was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1926. In 1940 Ms. Roth 

and her family were forced into the Warsaw ghetto. After the Warsaw 

ghetto uprising, Ms. Roth was deported to Majdanek and then to 

Auschwitz, where she was a slave laborer, breaking stones, and then 

assigned to the clothing warehouse. In 1944, she was transported to 

Bergen-Belsen, from which she was liberated by British soldiers in 

April 1945. Ms. Roth arrived in Palestine in 1947, where she met her 

future husband. Ms. Roth lives in the United States and is a member 

of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Rachel
Roth
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Ruth Strauss Schloss was born in Hoeheinod, Pfalz, Germany. Her 

parents were deported to Camp de Gurs, France in 1940, transferred 

to Drancy, France and then to the Auschwitz concentration 

camp in Poland. In March 1939, Ms. Schloss left Germany with a 

Kindertransport to Chateau de la Guette  near Paris, France. In fall 

1940 she went to La Bourboule and in 1942 to Vic-sur-Cère near 

Limoges. She hid in the forests. Ms. Schloss eventually went to 

Switzerland and was returned by the Swiss authorities to French 

officials at the border and brought to Camp Rivesaltes. She was 

rescued by a priest and put into St. Joseph's Convent. She remained 

in the convent until the end of the war. She immigrated to the United 

States in August 1947. She is married and has two children and 

numerous grandchildren.

Ruth
Strauss
Schloss
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Judy Koeppel Steel was an infant when her family reached Cuba 

aboard the SS St. Louis. Forced to return to Europe, she hid with 

her family in France for two years until the noose tightened and her 

parents gave her to a Catholic family for safekeeping. Ms. Steel’s 

parents later died in Auschwitz, but their young daughter survived 

the war. She arrived in the United States in 1946, seven years after 

her family first left Hamburg on the SS St. Louis.

Judy 
Koeppel

Steel
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Sami Steigmann was born in 1939 in Czernowitz, Romania. He was 

born during the war and spent his early years in a labor camp. He 

was saved only by the kindness of a German woman, who smuggled 

him food at risk of her own life. After his family was liberated, they 

remained in Romania until 1961, when they immigrated to Israel. 

Mr. Steigmann joined the Israeli Army and eventually came to 

the United States in 1968. Mr. Steigmann is a volunteer Gallery 

Educator at the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial 

to the Holocaust, and he also volunteers for the Big Apple Circus; 

Governors Island; The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum; The Make-

A-Wish® Foundation; and is a Big Apple Greeter. Some weeks, he 

volunteers as many as 60 hours.

Sami
Steigmann
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Fredrick Terna was born in 1923 in Vienna, Austria. His family 

returned to Prague, their hometown, soon thereafter. He lived and 

attended school there until the Germans occupied the city in 1939. 

Beginning in October 1941, Mr. Terna was interned in a number of 

camps, including Terezin, Auschwitz-Birkenau, and Kaufering, a 

sub-camp of Dachau. He was liberated near Landsberg in Bavaria 

on April 27, 1945. He was the only remaining member of his family. 

After liberation, Mr. Terna was hospitalized in Bavaria for a few 

months and then sent back to Prague for further recuperation. He 

left Prague late in 1946, settling in Paris for several years. In 1952, he 

arrived in New York. As an artist and painter, he served as president 

of the Jewish Visual Artists Association from 1978-1981. Besides 

speaking about his wartime experiences, he lectures extensively 

on the history of Jewish art and taught a course on the subject for 

some years at the New School in New York. Mr. Terna is a member of 

the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust.

Fredrick
Terna
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Hanna Wechsler was born in Poland. After deportation to a ghetto, 

her family escaped to Hungary with false papers. Eventually their 

true identity was discovered and they were taken to Budapest and 

then finally deported to Auschwitz. Hanna and her mother were 

liberated in 1945 and were reunited with her father in Germany. The 

family lived in Israel after the war and eventually made their way 

to the United States in 1968. Today, she volunteers her time as a 

member of the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage  

– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Hanna
Wechsler
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Helena Weinrauch was 15 years old and living in Poland with her 

family when the Nazis invaded in September 1939. The family 

was deported. Her parents and sister were murdered. After being 

imprisoned in two concentration camps, including Auschwitz, 

in 1945 Ms. Weinrauch was among thousands forced on a death 

march. She survived and was eventually liberated from Bergen-

Belsen by British forces. At liberation, Ms. Weinrauch could not 

walk and had been pulled from a pile of corpses by a British soldier. 

After a few months in a hospital in Germany, she was transported 

to a hospital in Sweden. It took a full year to regain her health. With 

the help of an aunt in Argentina and her mother’s stepbrother, 

Ms. Weinrauch traveled to the United States in October 1947. She 

married in 1951 and worked in her husband’s business.

Helena
Weinrauch
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Ruth Zimbler was born in Vienna, Austria in 1928. She and her 

brother Walter watched the destruction of the largest synagogue 

in Vienna from their apartment on November 10, 1938 during 

Kristallnacht. They were on the first Kinder-transport out of 

Vienna in December 1938. Their father, who worked for the Jewish 

Kulturgemeinde, facilitated the journey. Their destination was  

Den Haag in Holland. Ruth and her family eventually made it to New 

York in late 1939. Today, she volunteers her time as a member of 

the Speakers Bureau of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust. 

Ruth
Zimbler
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Yugnt Hymn

Undzer lid iz ful mit troyger,

Dreyst is undzer muntergang.

Khotsh der soyne vakht baym toyer,

Shturemt yugntmit gezang:

Yung iz yeder, yeder, yeder

ver is vil nor,

Yorn hobn keyn btayt,

Alte kenen, kenen, kenen oykh zany kinder

Fun a nayer, frayer tsayt.

Ver es voglt um af vegn.

Ver mit dreystkeyt s’shtelt zayn fus

Brengt di yugnt zey antkegn

Funem geto a gerus.

Yung iz yeder, yeder, yeder…

Mir gedenken ale sonim.

Mir dermonem ale fraynd.

Eybik veln mir farbindn

Undzer nekht mint haynt.

Yung iz yeder, yeder, yeder…
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Hymn of the Youth

Our song is full of sadness,

But we march on boldly,

Even though the enemy is at the gates.

The youth storms forth in song.

Everyone who wishes to be, can be young,

Years are meaningless.

The elderly can also be children,

Of a new era of freedom.

He who wanders the roads,

Who bravely plants his foot,

Brings forth the youth,

With greetings from the ghetto.

Everyone who wishes to be, can be...

We remember all our enemies,

And we remember all our friends,

We will always join together,

Our yesterdays and todays.

Everyone who wishes to be...
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