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A long-lost survivor of the Nazi occupation of Paris enjoyed an unusual family reunion: 

A vintage oil-on-canvas Renoir painting came back to its original owner’s granddaughter. 

“Deux Femmes Dans Un Jardin,” a 1919 work stolen from a Paris bank by the Germans 

after World War II erupted, was presented Wednesday by authorities to the 

granddaughter of the painting’s late French owner. 

 

The 12-inch-by-15-inch work by the French Impressionist master Pierre Auguste Renoir 

was valued at $200,000 before a 2009 auction, although new owner Sylvie Sulitzer — 

who flew in from Paris for the long-awaited return of the Renoir — considers it priceless. 
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Recovering the artwork after nearly 80 years “was huge emotion,” said Sulitzer at a 

Manhattan news conference. “To be honest, not especially for the painting but for all that 

it means. It brings me (back) when I was a young girl, living with my grandfather, my 

grandmother, my mother and her brother. 

 

“You realize how people are concerned about what happened. Because it’s so easy to say 

‘It's the past.’ We will never forget. We can’t forget.” 

Sulitzer laid eyes for the first time on the painting at the presentation inside the Museum 

of Jewish Heritage in lower Manhattan. 

 

The Nazi atrocities of World War II included the thefts of priceless artwork across 

Europe, noted FBI Assistant Director in Charge William Sweeney. 

 

“Some of those pieces are lost to our culture forever,” said Sweeney. “However, we take 

a bit of pride in returning a painting looted during the war, and helping repair some of the 

destruction of decades ago.”  

 

The Renoir traveled the world after the Nazis pilfered the collection of Alfred 

Weinberger, a well-known prewar art collector in Paris. The painting was sold in 

Johannesburg in 1975, and two years later in London. There was another sale in 1999 in 

Zurich before a private collector placed the piece for auction through Christie’s in 2013. 

When Sulitzer learned of the pending sale, she filed a claim and Christie’s called the FBI. 

The owner voluntarily agreed to give up its ownership, clearing the way for the family 

reunion. 

 

The recovery of the Renior “reaffirms our commitment to ensure that the words ‘never 

forget, never again’ never ring hollow,” said Manhattan U.S. Attorney Geoffrey Berman. 



When her parents divorced, 5-year-old Sylvie moved in with her grandparents — but they 

all fled when World War II started, leaving the art collection inside the Morgan Bank. 

The Nazis seized the artwork on Dec. 4, 1941 — three days before the Japanese attack on 

Pearl Harbor. 

 

Sulitzer said she was still trying to recover a second missing Renior from her 

grandfather’s collection. She hopes to hold onto “Deux Femmes” – although she might be 

forced to auction the artwork to cover the costs of its recovery. 
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