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Free masterpieces, anyone? 

Culture Pass, an initiative led by the New York Public Library as well as systems 

in Brooklyn and Queens, is providing free access to myriad cultural institutions across the 

five boroughs to the millions of library cardholders beginning Monday. 

Through the new initiative, patrons may visit — at no cost — 33 of the city’s cultural 

institutions, ranging from the Whitney Museum in Manhattan and the Brooklyn Botanic 

Garden to the Noguchi Museum in Queens, Wave Hill in the Bronx, and Historic 

Richmond Town on Staten Island. 

The full list of participating institutions is available at culturepass.nyc, where you 

can also book free passes. 
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With the high cost of living in the city, the program helps stretch entertainment 

bucks. A portion of the passes will be reserved for patrons living in underserved 

neighborhoods. 

“New York has amazing cultural institutions,” New York Public Library President 

Anthony Marx told the Daily News. “Some have entrance fees beyond what some people 

can afford.” 

Culture Pass, which is similar to the Discover and Go programs in California, 

expands upon already established freebies at museums, such as certain nights with no-

cost admission. 

“Being on a library resource list will encourage people to discover and explore us 

— and other places,” said Marcia Ely of the Brooklyn Historical Society.”There are local 

branches of the library in every neighborhood,” 

Passes allow the option of bringing one to three guests. Reservations for passes 

can be made at least two months in advance, but some may be available right away. 

On average, institutions will donate 150 passes a month. The New York Public Library 

ballparks the value at about $2 million a year. 

It may take patience and fortitude to book free passes at very popular spots. You 

can only have two pending reservations at a time. 

After reserving a pass, the user must bring the digital pass or a printed version of it 

— and an ID — to gain access to the museum. 

“Culture Pass will allow us to reach New Yorkers who may not have visited us 

otherwise,” said Sonya Shrier, visitor engagement director at MoMa. 

Culture Pass is privately funded and is currently set to run for three years. 

“But the intent,” said a New York Public Library spokeswoman, “is for it to go on 

indefinitely.” 

 

Cultural institutions now participating 

• Brooklyn Botanic Garden 



• Brooklyn Children's Museum 

• Brooklyn Historical Society 

• Brooklyn Museum 

• Children's Museum of Manhattan 

• Children's Museum of the Arts 

• Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum 

• The Drawing Center 

• The Frick Collection 

• Historic Richmond Town 

• International Center of Photography 

• Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum 

• Jacques Marchais Museum of Tibetan Art 

• The Jewish Museum 

• Louis Armstrong House 

• The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

• The Morgan Library & Museum 

• Museum of Modern Art, MoMA PS1 

• Museum of Chinese in America 

• Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust 

• Museum of the City of New York 

• New York Transit Museum 

• Noguchi Museum 

• Queens Historical Society 

• Queens Museum 

• Rubin Museum of Art 

• SculptureCenter 

• Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian 

• Society of Illustrators 



• Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum 

• Sugar Hill Children's Museum 

• Wave Hill 

• Whitney Museum of American Art 
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