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Holocaust survivor Aviva Blumberg meets with students on April 12, 2018.  

(Susan Watts/New York Daily News) 

 Aviva Blumberg will never forget, even if much of America has. 
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Blumberg, 86, was one of eight survivors commemorating the Holocaust Day of 

Remembrance with students at a Manhattan museum, even as a new survey revealed that 

many Americans lack basic knowledge of one of the world's most evil atrocities. 

Blumberg was a young girl in Poland when World War II broke out, and she cannot 

forget the horror of seeing orphaned children and people dying in the streets of the 

Warsaw ghetto. 

 

"There was no semblance of normal life," she told students during a ceremony at the 

Museum of Jewish Heritage in Lower Manhattan. 

 

"My mother and sister did not survive," she said. "I suspect that they died in the Warsaw 

ghetto because their names do not appear in any of the concentration camps, and the 

Germans kept pretty good records." 

 

High school students who listened to survivors said their powerful stories will stay with 

them. (Susan Watts/New York Daily News) 



 Blumberg was given to a stranger by her mom just before the 1943 Warsaw ghetto 

uprising, a Jewish resistance put down by German troops, during which about 13,000 

Jews died. 

Blumberg was able to escape with a forged birth certificate. 

 

"If you take a look at my eyes, I have blue eyes. My nose is undistinguished. I was able 

to pass as Aryan," she said. "That's how I survived the war." 

 

On Nov. 17, 1945, her 14th birthday, she came to New York with a small suitcase 

containing no more than a pair of pajamas, a change of underwear, and a toothbrush. 

 

Israel marches in remembrance of Holocaust 

victims on annual Remembrance Day 
The suitcase is now an artifact in the museum. 

 

Blumberg recounted her painful past on the same day that a new survey revealed that 

41% of Americans could not identify Auschwitz, a concentration camp where an 

estimated 1.1 million Jews and minorities were killed at the hands of Nazis during World 

War II. Among millennials, that number rose to 66%. 

Museum president and CEO Michael Glickman said the nation must do better. 

"This is about being able to ensure the future really understands what happened during 

the Holocaust," Glickman said. "These survivors are telling their stories and there are 

people here to listen." 



 

Students visit the Museum of Jewish Heritage on April 12, 2018. (Susan Watts/New York 

Daily News) 

High school students who listened to survivors said their powerful stories will stay with 

them. 

 

"My grandmother had a lot of family that was killed in Auschwitz, and I find it very 

meaningful to hear the stories of those that survived, because I personally don't have any 

family members that survived the Holocaust," said Isaiah Goodberg, 17, a junior at The 

Ramaz School on the Upper East Side. 

 

"I've learned a lot about the human will to survive," he said. "It kind of puts things into 

perspective." 
 


