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Welcome to the Interfaith Living Museum! 
 

Thank you for visiting the first ever online 

catalogue of the Interfaith Living Museum! 

 

The Interfaith Living Museum brings 

Muslim and Jewish fifth graders together 

to explore  culture, cultivate dialogue, 

defeat prejudice, and nurture friendship. 

Typically, the program begins with the 

students meeting at  the Museum of Jewish 

Heritage-A Living  Memorial to the 

Holocaust to learn how museums are 

structured and how artifacts can convey 

heritage and specifically, Jewish heritage. 

At the second session, the students meet at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and study 

Muslim artifacts.  For another session, the students visit a mosque and synagogue and meet 

with a rabbi and an imam to learn more about Islam and Judaism. Subsequently, the 

students visit each other’s schools, present artifacts from their families to each other, and 

arrange the artifacts into galleries. The students write descriptions of their artifacts and 

Museum staff take photos to be used for the exhibition catalogue.  We also hold a “Social 

Day” for all the students, during which they enjoy non-instructional fun activities together.  

 

The Interfaith Living Museum culminates with a gala exhibition of the students’ work and 

artifacts in the Museum. A student representative from each school speaks about the 

personal significance of  taking part in the program. Parents, siblings and other visitors 

circulate throughout the exhibit, with the student curators presenting their artifacts.  

 

Due to the temporary closure of the Museum and the schools because of the coronavirus, 

we were not able to carry out the Interfaith Living Museum as fully as we would like. 

Nevertheless, the students learned new means of communicating with each other. Using a 

shared blog, the students shared their experiences, including how Passover and Ramadan 

were different this year. Fortunately, since the students met in January and February, much 

of the work of the catalogue was completed before New York State went into quarantine. 

Accordingly, we are pleased to offer the current volume.  

 

The students were divided into seven groups with representatives of each school in every 

group. Most groups made two gallery panels introducing the artifacts for their gallery.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

Paul  Radensky 

Senior Director for Education 

Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial to the Holocaust  

Photo by Melanie Einzig 
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Group 1: Heritage Gallery 

 

Our artifacts all have been passed down from 

family members and have significance to each 

of our families’ religion and culture. All of the 

artifacts have a history and story behind them. 

They are all made to be beautiful and used to 

bring beauty in many ways to each religion 

and our lives.  

 

The artifacts are different because they were 

made in different time periods, which shows 

the story behind them and the stories make 

them unique. They are also different because 

each thing was made for a different purpose 

like praying, and beauty. As a group all of the 

artifacts are meant to bring pleasure and 

beauty to the person viewing it and to its 

owner. It is meant to enrich their lives.  



 

 

Group 1: Religious Beauty 
 

All of the artifacts in the gallery are related to our 

religion. They were all passed down by relatives. Some 

artifacts were from the Islamic religion and some were 

from the Jewish religion. Some were made from 

different materials.  
 

Saudah brought an ancient glass tea set given to her 

mom. Sameerah brought a Quran given to her by her 

grandparents. Jayden brought a prayer mat which was 

given to him from his father. Mariyah brought a model 

of the Kaba which was given to her by her uncle. Stav 

brought a candle holder that is used for lighting candles 

on the Sabbath day. This artifact was his grandma’s and 

his grandma gave it to his mom. The story that all of 

these artifacts tell as a group is how important they are. 

They are important because they are each connected to 

our heritage and our religion. All of these artifacts help 

define who we are. They help us practice our religion. 

They also show where we are from and how important 

our religions are to us. They help us keep faith in G-d 

and obey the rules given to us. 

 



 

 
Quran 

Paper, Cardboard 

6 x 10 x 2.5 inches 

Georgetown, 1965 

Courtesy of my grandparents 

Student Curator:  

Sameerah G.  

 

My great-grandparents bought this 

Quran in 1963. They read it, then it 

was passed down to educate their 

children.  

 

My grandpa got this Quran from his 

parents to learn Arabic. It was passed 

on from one sibling to another until 

all seven children could read Arabic. 

My grandpa gets to keep it.  

Painting 

Paint and ink on cardboard 

14 x 18 inches 

Vienna, Austria, 1927  

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator:  

Orli R.-S. 

 

My great great-grandfather 

received it as a gift. But when 

the Nazis came he ran away. 

Then it got stolen and we found 

it in the Jewish museum.  

 

It is connected to my heritage 

because it is about Purim and 

Judaism. 

 



 

 

Turkish Tea Set 

Wood, metal and glass  

10 x 3 inches 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Saudah B. 

 

People back in the day used it to 

drink tea for any special occasion.  

 

It is an example of how we should 

treat our guests with hospitality and 

kindness.  

Kippah 

White Cloth, bronze thread, 

different colored thread, color 

pattern 

4.5 x 10.5 inches 

Iraq, 1940s 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Gabriel A. 

 

My grandfather was born in Baghdad, 

Iraq and he bought it there. When he 

was there, there was a large Jewish 

community which no longer exists. 

My grandfather gave it to my dad 

who will give it to me and my sister.  

 

My artifact is connected to my 

heritage because it is a Jewish kippah. 

Kippahs are worn on holidays or on 

Shabbat in the Jewish heritage. It is 

also from Iraq and my grandfather 

used to wear it on Passover and other 

holidays.  



 

 
Gold Necklace 

Gold, 11 inches 

Guyana, June 20, 1990 

Courtesy of Ramdeo 

Student Curator: 

Safia A. 

 

My grandfather gave it to my mom for her 

birthday so she would remember where 

she came from when they would move to 

America. Then she gave it to me so I 

know what my culture is. My mom hopes 

one day she can take me to visit her 

country where she was born.  

 

This necklace has a flag on it that 

represents Guyana. This is made of 

Guyana gold. Gold jewelry is worn by 

everyone.  

Earring  

Gold and diamonds  

Kiev, Russia, 1950  

Student Curator: 

Noelle B. 

 

After World War II, my great-grandpa 

gave my great-grandma gold earrings. It 

was the only expensive thing she had 

because the Nazis took all her valuables. 

After my mom turned 16 my great 

grandma gave the earrings to her.  

 

It is connected to my heritage because it 

was made in Russia. My family is from 

Russia.  



 

 

Prayer Rug 

Cloth, 70 x 10 inches 

Turkey, 2017 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Jayden Ally  

 

My parents went to Turkey then 

when they came back they gave me 

the rug.  

Kiddush Cup 

Silver 

6 inches 

Germany, 1700s  

Courtesy of my grandparents 

Student Curator: 

Ariela L. 

 

This kiddush cup was custom made 

in Germany in the 1700s and was 

passed down to my generation.  

 

We use it at many family events 

that need a kiddush cup.  

 

 



 

 
Model of the Kaabah 

Gold and stone 

Original in Mecca, 5,000 years ago 

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Mariyah A. 

 

This is a model of the Kaabah. The 

Kaabah was made by prophet 

Ibrahim but then it got washed away 

by a flood but they rebuilt it.  

 

It was made by prophet Ibrahim they 

call it the house of Allah.  

Shabbat Candle Holder 

Silver 

2.5 x 7.5 x 5.5 inches 

Israel, 2009 

Courtesy of my mom and dad 

Student Curator:  

Stav B. 

 

When I was born, grandma gave my 

mom this artifact as a present. The 

first Friday after my mom came home 

with me after I was born, she lit a 

third Shabbat candle for me. She felt 

blessed.  

 

My artifact is connected to my 

heritage because it helps us light the 

Shabbat candles. It shows that we are 

Jewish and respect Shabbat. It also 

shows the importance of Shabbat. 



 

 

Group 2: The Hall of Artifacts 
 

All of our artifacts come from our traditions. 

They are very special to our family and heritage. 

They are something from a long time ago. They 

come from different cultures and traditions. In 

our group there are many artifacts. They are 

African, Islamic and Jewish artifacts.  

 

Aissatou brought in an African wooden bowl a 

gift given to her by her grandma.  

Aishah’s artifact is gold necklace that her 

grandma gave her on her first birthday.  

David’s artifact is a handkerchief given to his  

mother’s grandma, his great-grandma. 

Ezra brought a photobook of his grandfather’s 

bar mitzvah from 1943. The book is a collection 

of photos. Each of his sixteen cousins share 

these books.  



 

 

Group 2:  

Amazing Appealing Artifacts 
 

These artifacts all represent our religions. They are 

all precious. They are all old and represent what we 

believe in and they all tell about how it is 

connected with our religion. Violet’s artifact was 

made in Akron, Ohio, of aluminum. They are 

Shabbat candlesticks to be used on Shabbat. They 

were given to her mom after she had her third 

child. Gil’s artifact is also used for Shabbat, it’s a 

kiddush cup from India in 1920. Tsofia’s artifact 

was a ketubah (marriage contract) that a Jewish 

wife and husband cannot live together without. 

Oumou’s artifact is a tasb’e. It is made out of string 

and shimmery beads. It is used for the 

remembrance of Allah (supplications). Tawsif’s 

artifact was made in Bangladesh in 1990. It is 

made out of paper and a little bit of cardboard. The 

artifact is an Islamic lecture for women. It has been 

passed down from his grandmother to his mother.  



 

 

Necklace 

Gold, 40 inches 

Guyana, December 2009 

Courtesy of my me/my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Aishah K. 

 

My maternal grandmother went to 

Guyana in December 2009 on 

vacation. She had this necklace 

made for me as a birthday gift. It 

was given to me on January 30, 

2010 which was my first birthday.  

 

My grandparents are Guyanese and 

the necklace was made in Guyana 

with Guyana gold. In addition, I 

wear this necklace on special 

occasions such as Eid.  

Handkerchief 

Cloth, 3 inches 

Russia  

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

David B. 

 

My mom’s grandma saved a 

handkerchief and passed it to my 

mom then to me.  



 

 
Photobook  

Paper  

10.5 inches  

Summer, 2012 

Student Curator: 

Ezra T.-G. 

 

My grandpa made this book for his 

grandchildren to share moments from 

his bar mitzvah. He made this in 

summer 2017, about three to four 

months before he died.  

 

These are pictures from his bar 

mitzvah, which is a ceremonial 

occasion for Jews.  

Ketubah  

Love, ink 

9 inches 

Israel 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Tsofia B. 

 

My parents were going to get 

married. To live together they needed 

a ketubah (marriage contract). They 

went to a rabbi and the rabbi made 

the ketubah and my parents got it 

when they married.  

 

It was made by rabbis. Rabbis made a 

lot of rules about Judaism.  



 

 

Shabbat Candles  

Aluminum 

5 x 6 inches 

Akron, Ohio, 2010  

Courtesy of my mom  

Student Curator:  

Violet H. 

 

The artifact was made in Akron, 

Ohio by Don Drumm. It was given 

to my mom after she had her third 

child. The artifact is a Jewish piece 

of art.  

 

The artifact is connected to my 

heritage because these candlesticks 

are meant to be used on Friday night 

when we light candles to welcome 

Shabbat. So the artifact represents 

that part in the Jewish heritage.  

Islamic Lecture for Women 

Paper 

8 inches 

Bangladesh 

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Tawsif I. 

 

This artifact helps teach women 

about rights. It helps women learn 

about women’s rights.  



 

 
Kiddush Cup 

Silver 

3 inches 

India, 1920  

Courtesy of my grandpa 

Student Curator: 

Gil Benyamin 

 
My grandpa from my dad’s side got 

it from his dad. Then my dad got it 

from his dad. Then my dad gave it 

to my family.  

 

It was passed down. My dad got it 

from his dad.  

Tasb’e 

Shimmery beads and string 

Makkah 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator:  

Oumou Diallo 

 

It was passed on from the first 

person that had it in my family (my 

great grandma). It was included in 

Islam and was passed on in my 

family.  



 

 

Bowl 

Wood  

Africa, 1945 

Courtesy of my Great-grandmother 

Student Curator: 

Aissatou B. 

 

When my grandmother was born they took pure water and washed her with it and 

also she passed it down all the way to my mom and my mom said she didn’t want 

it and then she gave it to me and I always keep it in my room.  

 

It was passed down to my grandma and then passed down to my mom then to me.  



 

 

Group 3: What Artifacts Teach Us 
 

The artifacts in our group are a book of 

Jewish law, a pen used for science notes, a 

dog tag to differ you from others, and a 

rolling pin to learn to cook. What they all 

have in common is learning. The book of 

Jewish law you learn Jewish law. The pen 

would write your theories. The dog tag 

helps identify a person. The rolling pin to 

cook teach or learn cooking. The 

differences of all of these artifacts is that 

they are all made of different materials 

and all look different and are all for 

different purposes like the rolling pin 

being used to cook food. The artifacts are 

also different from culture, time, place.  



 

 

Group 3: M-J* 
 

All of our artifacts have family in 

common. Another thing that we have in 

common is we have them passed down 

from generations. They all symbolize our 

religion and they are all unique. Even 

though they all have a lot in common 

they are also very different in many ways. 

Our artifacts are different because they 

come from very different religions. Three 

are Jewish and two are Muslim. So 

obviously they will be very different. A 

story our artifacts all tell is how family is 

important to all religions and why we 

need family in mind for interfaith 

dialogue.  
 

*Editor’s note: Muslim-Jewish 



 

 

Star of David  

White gold, diamonds  

1 x 1 inches 

Israel 

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Uri D. 

 

My grandpa bought it and put 

diamonds in it. And then gave 

it to my grandma that gave it 

to my mother that gave it to 

me.  

 

It has a star of David.  

Prayer Rug  

Cloth 

12 inches 

Makkah 

Courtesy of my grandma  

Student Curator: 

Ameera K.  

 

My grandma got the rug in 

Makkah. While being passed 

by people on a mountain 

while climbing it.  

 

The prayer rug is like when 

you go to make Hajj.  



 

 

Rolling Pin  

Wood  

12 inches 

1923 

Courtesy of my dad  

Student Curator: 

Sayid H. 

 

My great grandfather made it in 

1923. When he was about to die he 

passed it down to my grandpa and 

it kept until it was mine.  

 

My artifact is connected to my 

heritage because in my heritage 

most Muslims cook a food called 

roti and to make roti you have to 

use a rolling pin.  

B.W. Greenberg’s Dog Tag  

Copper-Nickel Alloy  

4 1/2 x 3 7/6 inches  

Israel, 1900s 

Courtesy of myself (gift from 

great aunt)  

Student Curator: 

Eli W. 
My great grandfather, whose name 

was Bernard, was in WWII and 

had two dog tags. He gave them 

both to my great aunt before he 

died. I and one other person in the 

family were named after him, so 

my great aunt gave one to each of 

us.    



 

 
Sefer Matus Yado 

Leather, paper, ink 

9 x 11 inches 

Pietrokow, 1910-1914 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Elisha H. 

 

My great great-great-grandfather 

was the only rabbi of a town. He 

compiled this book of questions 

and answers on Jewish law. It 

has a section about slaughtering 

kosher animals.  

 

My great great-great-grandfather 

wrote this book so that others 

can follow Jewish law.  

My Mom’s Wedding Dress 

Cloth 

1990 

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Lailah M. 

 

My mother bought that dress 

and she wore it for her wedding 

day. My mom and my dad were 

happy after their children were 

born.  



 

 

Four-Colored Pen  

Metal, ink, and lead 

5.5 inches 

Dubai 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator:  

Imran H. 

 

My grandfather wrote his theory of 

life cycles and black holes so when 

he died my grandma took it.  

 

 

Blue Donation Tin  

Keren Kayemeth 

Metal, 8 1/2 by 11 inches  

Mexico 

Courtesy Uncle Uzyel  

Student Curator: Galya P. K.  

 
This was the tin that collected funds, to 

buy trees and forests in Israel as well as 

land from Palestine. The box has many 

names, one of the names is pushke. These 

ones were given to Mexican Jews because 

the idea is that they are in the houses of 

all Jewish families. Someone used to go 

to collect the money, and it is also for 

tzedakah.  This fund started in 1901. The 

box has a paper label with the inventory 

number and says Made In Mexico, 

inventory number 8908. We know it’s old 

because the logo is very old, probably 

from before the ’60s. For some people, 

it's a Judaica collector's item. If you buy it 

as a collector item it costs $500. This box 

was at the entrance at the house next to 

the phone.  

 



 

 

Prayer Rug  

Cloth 

13.5 inches 

Makkah 

Courtesy of my great great 

great grandma 

Student Curator: 

Ameera K. 

 

My great, great, great-grandma 

went to pray on a hill and she 

bought this while being pushed 

on the way.  

 

It reminds me of Makkah and 

my great, great, great-

Kiddush Book  

Leather and paper 

9 x 7 inches 

Israel, October 2018 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Yael H. 
 
Three years ago my grandpa died 

and one year after it was his 

memorial day. On that day my 

uncle made Kiddush books in 

honor of him. My uncle handed it 

out to everyone.  

 

It is related to my heritage because 

a Kiddush book comes from the 

Jewish heritage. Also my grandpa 

was very close to my family.  



 

 

Group 4:  

Historical/Spiritual & Cultural Artifacts  
   

The artifacts are all used for culture and worship. 

Samirah’s artifact is used for rolling things. It’s a 

cultural artifact and it has been used for generations. 

Sarah’s artifact is used for reading the Quran. It is a 

religious artifact. Lielle’s artifact is a kiddush cup 

which you use for Shabbat and for blessing the wine. 

It was given by her great-grandmother. Buck’s artifact 

is Shabbat candle holders and when you light the 

candles Shabbat starts and you say a blessing. It was 

purchased by his great-grandfather as a wedding gift 

for Buck’s great-grandmother. Nuhat’s artifact is a 

tasbeeh. The tasbeeh is used to remember Allah. 

Jonathan’s artifact is a historical artifact that his 

grandfather gave to him. The artifacts are different 

because some are cultural, some are traditional, and 

some are used for holidays. Some artifacts are from 

Islam and the others are from Judaism.  

 

The artifacts are from different places. They all serve 

a different purpose and do different things. They also 

relate to each other in several ways. They are all used 

for religion, culture, and worshipping.  



 

 

Ramadan Month Tracker 

Felt, wood, string  

24 x 22.5 inches 

China, 2009  

Courtesy of my aunt 

Student Curator: 

Ameera S.  

 

My aunt went to China to study 

to be a doctor. And her boss gave 

her two of the trackers. So she 

gave one to me for my first 

birthday.  

 

It tells us the dates of Ramadan. 

And when the full moon appears.  

Shabbat Candles 

Silver 

3.75 inches 

Brooklyn, NY, 1900s  

Courtesy of my great grandfather 

Student Curator: 

Buck H. 

 

My great grandfather gave it to my 

great grandmother. They used it for 

60 years. Then she gave it to my 

grandmother then to my dad.  

 

It is connected to my heritage 

because my relatives passed it down. 

Every Friday night we light it up. It 

means a lot to my family.  



 

 

Toy Train 

Wood 

6 inches 

Poland, 1940 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator:  

Jonathan K. 

 

My grandpa got it after the 

Holocaust. It was one of his only 

toys. It was the first toy he got 

after the war.  

 

It means a lot to my family. It 

shows us that he survived the war.  

Tasbeeh 

Beads and string 

16 inches 

Saudi Arabia, 1994  

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Nuhat R. 

 

People use it to say prayers. They 

use the beads to count it. Every 

time they’re done praying the 5 

daily prayers they use the tasbeeh.  

 

Muslims use the tasbeeh to pray. 

You don’t have to use it but if you 

do then that is good.  



 

 

Kiddush Cup  

Silver 

4.25 inches 

Ukraine, 1800s  

Courtesy of my great 

grandmother 

Student Curator: 

Lielle K. 

 

It was hard to be Jewish and do 

Jewish things for my great 

grandmother and her family. It was 

one of the only things they brought 

to America. It was important to 

them to continue the Jewish 

traditions for generations.  

 

I got it from my great grandmother 

who came to America from 

Ukraine. It was one of the only 

things they brought with them.  

Rolling Pin (belna)  

Glass 

11 inches 

New York, 2014 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Samirah R. 

 

My dad used to work in a factory 

and he made a lot of things, 

including this.  

 

My dad made this years ago and 

gave it to me as a gift. They use 

it to roll out the roti.  



 

 

Handfan  

17 inches 

Bangladesh 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Naira I.  

 

When electricity went out 

randomly, people would use 

this fan instead of electric fans.  

 

My mom gave it to me.  

Quran 

Cloth and paper 

5.5 inches 

Saudi Arabia, 2018 

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Sarah W. 

 

My artifact was made in Saudi 

Arabia. Then my grandma went 

there on a trip and bought the 

Quran. Then, when she came 

back from her trip, she let me 

use it whenever I wanted to.  



 

 

Group 5: The HaJoTaHiNis* 
 

These artifacts all come from our families, 

and are all man-made. Jonathan’s coin and 

Tal’s WWII scraps, and Niv’s chanukiah are 

made of metal. Hayyan’s prayer rug is made 

from cloth, and Hijaz’s handmade house is 

made from ceramic clay and painted. The 

colors of the prayer rug are turquoise and 

gold. The house is painted and the colors are 

white, gray, and green. Also the chanukiah is 

gray. The coin is gold on one side and silver 

on the other side, and metal scraps from the 

Czech Republic is from an airplane that was 

shot down. The prayer rug is from Turkey 

and the chanukiah from Israel.  

 

Editor’s note: The title from this gallery is made up of 

the first two letters of the participants’ first names.  



 

 

Group 5: Artifact City 
 

In February 2020, we brought in the artifacts that 

represent our religions and culture. All are 

significant in our daily lives. These artifacts are 

all used for different things. For example a 

prayer book is for praying, a candle tray is used 

to hold the Shabbat candles, a tasbeeh is used 

after praying. A prayer rug is used for praying on 

and an African bowl is used for holding fruits or 

decorations. As you can see they all have 

different purposes, but these artifacts also have 

many similarities. For example, the prayer book 

and prayer rug are both used for praying. While 

the African bowl and candle tray are both used 

for holding things, but one thing that all of these 

artifacts have in common is that they have been 

passed down from generation to generation. 

These artifacts also tell the stories of our past 

generation. For example, all the artifacts have 

been passed down and used from generation to 

generation, but have still represent our ancestors 

and religion.  

 

 



 

 

Tasbih  

Made from a tree in Bangladesh  

Glass, wood, plastic, nylon, silk, 

cotton  

Africa, India, 1613 BC  

Courtesy of my grandmother 

Student Curator: 

Roudaa K. 

 

Muslims use prayer beads to count 

phrases which our prophet 

instructed his daughter (Fatima) to 

remember Allah. My grandmother 

gave it to me and told me not to 

lose it because her mother gave it 

to her and her mother died.  

 

My artifact is connected to my 

heritage because it is also used in 

India and also used in my religion 

Islam.  

Coin 

Gold 

3 inches 

Persia, 1800 

Courtesy of my parents 

Student Curator: 

Jonathan Y. 

 

My parents got it for their wedding 

from my great grandma.  

 

My grandpa was born in Persia 

and my great grandparents gave it 

to him and then gave it to my 

parents as a wedding gift.  



 

 

Kein 

5 inches deep, 10 inches wide 

Kein tribe  

Courtesy of my grandma then 

Ummi  

Student Curator: 

Haleema M. 

 

This artifact was made in Africa. 

It was made by the Kein tribe a 

very long time ago. My grandma 

and grandpa used to travel a lot 

when they were younger and they 

bought it. My grandma then gave 

it to my Ummi.  

Siddur 

Cardboard, paper, and fabric 

10 x 7 inches 

New York, 1996  

Courtesy of my brother 

Yhonathan 

Student Curator: 

Eliya Y. 

 

My brother got it in first grade. 

Right now it is in my brother’s 

room. We use it to pray in the 

morning.  



 

 

House 

Clay, 8 inches 

Courtesy of my great aunt 

Student Curator: 

Hijaz M. 

 

My great aunt decided to make 

this house then she made it to 

look like the house and Quran 

house when she is done. And she 

passed it down to my mother then 

me. And the artifact is made from 

clay, handmade.  

 

It is related to my heritage 

because my great aunt made it so 

her family can see it. She wanted 

to make something special like 

this.  

Candle Lighting Tray  

Silver 

9.5 x 4.75 inches 

Turkey, 1980 

Courtesy of my father, Jack P. 

Student curator:  

Seraphine P. 

 

We use it every Friday night for 

candle lighting. It was my great 

grandmother’s and now is my 

father’s. It is very special to us 

and it has family significance.  

 

We use it for Shabbat candles. 

Shabbat is a very special Jewish 

holiday. This tray holds the 

candles that starts the holiday.  

 



 

 
Prayer Rug 

Cloth and string 

38.5 inches 

Makkah, May 24, 1971  

Courtesy of my grandpa and mom 

Student Curator: 

Sabehah R. 

 

My grandpa went to pilgrimage. 

After he came back my grandpa 

handed it to my mom. Then after I 

turned 10 she gave it to me.  

 

It is part of my heritage because it is 

part of my religion. The prayer rug is 

part of my religion because we use it 

to pray and glorify our God. 

Therefore it is part of my heritage.  

Plane Scraps  

Metal and rust  

7 inches total  

Czechoslovakia, 1940s  

Courtesy of me and my cousin 

Student Curator: 

Tal M. 

 

Planes crashed in World War II. 

Many years later I went to a big 

field that was a war zone in 

WWII. Then I used a metal 

detector to find these scraps.  

 

This is connected to my heritage 

because Jews were discriminated 

against in WWII and I am a Jew.  



 

 

Hanukiah 

Copper  

Israel 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: Niv K. 

 

This hanukiah was passed down 

from my grandma to mom to 

me.  

 

It is connected to my heritage 

because I am a Jew and it is a 

hanukiah.  

Prayer Rug and Tasbeeh 

Makkah 

Courtesy of my grandmother 

Student Curator:  Hayaan S. 

 

I received this prayer mat from my 

grandmother when she went for umrah 

(a journey to the holy city of Makkah 

and Madinah to visit the Kaabah and 

other religious places in Saudi Arabia). 

She got the prayer rug from Makkah. 

The tasbeeh (not pictured) was given to 

my mom from my grandmother and 

she gave it to me. The prayer rug and the 

tasbeeh is for our ease. We can pray 

anywhere in the world the only 

conditions are that we should be facing 

the Kaabah and the place be clean. The 

prayer rug is to ensure that we are 

praying on a clean surface. And the 

tasbeeh too is for supplication. It has the 

predetermined number of beads on it its 

not a necessity we can easily use our 

fingers too. It is also not a necessity to 

use  the prayer rug.  



 

 

Group 6: Our Artifacts  
 

Our artifacts are all different because they show our 

different cultures and religions. These artifacts are 

similar because they were all given to us by our 

families. 
 

Tasfia’s Artifact: My artifact is not a part of my 

culture or religion; however, this artifact is still really 

important to my family. It was given to my mom by 

her dad a year before he passed away.  
 

Shaima’s Artifact: My artifact is not part of my 

culture or religion, but this artifact is really important 

to me because my grandmother got it for me while 

she went to Makkah to pray for my grandpa when he 

was sick.  
 

Alifia’s Artifact: My artifact is not from my culture, 

but it is from my religion. My grandfather gave this 

prayer mat for me before he died.  
 

Gila’s Artifact: My artifact is a testimony dating back 

to 1865. My great, great, grandfather and his brother 

created this testimony for generations to come. They 

have taught us to be kind, generous, and helpful but 

most of all to keep our belief in God.  



 

 

Group 6: Comforting Things 
 

Our artifacts are a book, a wall chic, two 

cups, and a coin. We believe that their 

connection is they can all improve our lives 

spiritually and physically. A book is 

stimulating and provides comfort. A wall 

chic is a decoration, and a pleasure to look at. 

One cup has medicinal purposes while the 

other is a regular cup that is used on special 

occasions. Finally, the coin is money. Money 

has value, and it is entertaining to own 

something valuable. The book was bought by 

Omer’s great-grandmother in a bookstore. 

Abdur’s wall chic was made by his 

grandmother in 2008. The medicinal cup is 

from Nabeel’s uncle who received it in 

Guyana. The other cup (Kiddush cup) was 

brought from Europe by Isaac’s great-great-

grandfather in the 1890s. Last, Zeke’s coin is 

a Polish coin from 1804.  

 

 



 

 

Necklace 

Gold, string, beads, and metal 

11 inches 

Qatar, 1994 

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Tasfia U. 

 

My mom’s dad had to work in Qatar 

to earn money for his family. My 

mom lived in Bangladesh at the time 

and her dad would not visit that 

much. Once he visited he gave my 

mom a necklace. After a while my 

grandfather sadly passed away due to 

cancer.  

 

 

A Small Town and the People in it 

are Few 

Paper  

17 inches 

Israel, 1999 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Omer A. 

 

My great grandmother bought this 

book in a bookstore in Israel. She 

lived in Israel.  



 

 

Testimony of Family’s Beliefs 

Parchment 

10.5 x 7.5 inches 

Baden, Switzerland, 1891 (Elul) 

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Gila S. 

 

My great, great, great grandfather 

was worriedthat the future 

generations of his family would 

not be religious Jews. So he and 

his brothers made a testimony of 

our faith in God. One belief that 

was important to them was giving 

money to the poor. They set up a 

bank account of 40,000 Swiss 

francs which was a huge amount 

of money at the time.  

 

Purse 

Metal, leather, gems  

5 x 7 inches 

Makkah, Saudi Arabia 

Courtesy of my grandmother 

Student Curator: 

Shaima M. 

 

When my grandfather was sick, 

my grandmother went to perform 

Hajj (pilgrimage) to make dua. 

She bought it in Saudi Arabia, 

kept it for a while, and passed it 

on to me.  

 

People from my culture wear 

purses like this. The purse was 

made in a place of worship.  

This artifact is showing that even when 

antisemitism is in place my family still 

held their belief in God. They had many 

rules but they include: 1. You should 

light at least three candles before 

Shabbat. 2. Chanukah and Purim must 

be celebrated. 3. You cannot take interest 

when loaning money.  



 

 

Coin 

Copper, steel  

1 x 1 inch 

1804 

Courtesy of my grandfather 

Student Curator: 

Zeke S. 

 

My grandfather collected coins. 

He got this in Europe.  

Prayer Rug 

Wool, thread, cotton 

Indonesia  

Courtesy of my grandparents 

Student Curator: 

Alifia R. 

 

It is connected to our heritage 

because we pray to God five 

times a day.  



 

 

Medicine Cup 

Wood 

Guyana, 1990s  

Courtesy of my uncle 

Student Curator: Nabeel T. 
 

This bitter cup was given to me by my 

uncle. It was made in Guyana and it's 

made out of a wood which makes water 

inside bitter. People drink the bitter cup 

to help purify your blood and take out the 

toxins of their body. You use it by putting 

drinking water into the cup then wait a 

little bit and last it should be bitter and 

drink it. The longer it is in the cup the 

more bitter it becomes. Which means the 

more it gets taken out of your 

body.  Many people who eat a lot of 

sweets would have a lot of it to take all 

the bad things from their body. 

Wall Chic (Decoration) 

Rope, Reeds, Paint 

2008 

Courtesy: My  grandmother 

Abdur-Rahman T.  

 

This wall decoration is made of 

a reed mat that is bordered in 

red fabric and is held up by a 

wooden rod with rope tassels on 

either end. The design is a blue 

star, in a red square, surrounded 

by a red which in turn is 

surrounded by flowers. It 

reflects the geometric  

decorative tradition of Islam. 

(Description submitted by the 

editor). 



 

 
Kiddush cup  

Metal  

5 inches 

Austria, 1880s  

Courtesy of my parents 

Student Curator: 

Isaac Sprung  

 

My great-great-grandparents 

lived in Austria. During the 

1890s, they immigrated to the 

U.S.A. When they left they 

wanted a reminder of their 

Jewish culture. So, they brought 

the Kiddush cups. It has been 

passed down from generations.  

 

This Kiddush cup is used on 

Shabbat. Shabbat is the Jewish 

day of rest. This connects to my 

heritage because it symbolizes 

my religion. It is used for 

drinking wine.  



 

 

Group 7: The 20th Century Students 

 

Our group’s artifacts are: a prayer book, a 

prayer rug, a book about Judaism, and 

bracelets.  

 

Things they are common: they all 

represent heritage. They can all be used 

on a daily basis.  

 

Ways they are different: Two of the 

artifacts are used for prayer (spiritually). 

One of them is a book of Judaism 

(culturally significant). One of them is 

jewelry (culturally significant). Two of 

the artifacts come from Bangladesh.  



 

 

Group 7: Differently Alike  

 

There are many ways that our artifacts are 

similar. One of the important ways are: 

they all are important pieces of the story 

of our family. Another important way is: 

All of the artifacts represent our religion 

and culture. All the artifacts are different 

from each other because of the unique 

places they are from, the pattern they 

have and the stories they represent. “My 

story represents about the past and all the 

people upon my family tree.” “My artifact 

represents the respect of the Quran.” “My 

artifact represents how my family used to 

live.” “My artifact represents my mom’s 

life in South Africa.” 

 



 

 
Chaba 

Straw (different colors) 

5 inches 

Pakistan, 1980 

Courtesy of my great grandma, 

grandma, mom, me 

Student Curator: 

Maryam W. 

 

This was made a long long time 

ago by my great grandma and was 

passed on. It brings back great 

memories. It was made in 

Pakistan.  

 

It is related to my heritage 

because it brings back great 

memories of the past moments we 

had.  

Candle Sticks 

Silver 

9 inches 

Germany, 1880 

Courtesy of my dad 

Student Curator: 

Yeshai R. 

 

My father bought it for my great 

aunt. She wanted us to take care 

of it.  

 

I use them every Shabbat for 

Kiddush.  



 

 
South African Fertility Doll 

String, cloth, beads, metal 

3 inches 

South Africa, 1980s 

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Hayley E. 

 

This doll is from South Africa. My 

grandmother gave it to my mom. I 

have this doll here because my mom, 

grandma, and great grandma were 

born in South Africa and moved here 

around 26 years ago. The fertility doll 

was sold on the side of the street and it 

is believed that it helps you get 

pregnant.  

 

My mother bought it in South Africa 

and brought it here to America.  

A Book by my Great-Great 

Grandfather 

Paper and ink 

9 4/16 x 6 1/16 inches 

Rochester, NY 1934  

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Yoav T. 

 

My great-great grandfather 

wrote essays and commentaries 

on the Talmud.  

 

The Talmud is a holy Jewish 

book and this book is about it.  



 

 

Prayer Mat 

Yarn  

39 inches 

Bangladesh 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Iqra U. 

 

My grandma got this mat and used it to 

pray. My grandma’s mom and dad 

wanted to sell it for a lot of money 

because they were poor but my 

grandma didn’t want to sell it. She 

gave it to my mom and my mom 

brought the mat with her on her trip to 

America and gave it to me.  

 

My grandma gave it to my mom who 

gave it to me.  

Asimon 

Silver-colored metal 

3/4 inches 

Israel, 1981 

Courtesy of my mother 

Student Curator: 

Allegra M. 

 

It was the only way in Israel to use a 

public telephone. It was given to my 

mom from her parents. It is from the 

communications office of Israel.  

 

My grandparents were from Israel. 

They gave it to my mom.  



 

 

Quran Holder 

Wood 

10 inches 

Pakistan, 2001  

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Michelle S. 

 

My grandma’s Quran was too 

big that it almost fell off so she 

gave this to me.  

 

My artifact was to hold a Quran 

so it would not be near your feet.  

Bracelet  

Gold  

3 inches 

Bangladesh 

Courtesy of my mom 

Student Curator: 

Hibat S. 

 

My great, great, great, 

great-grandma gave it to 

my great, great, great 

grandma and she gave it 

to my great, great-grandma, and my great, 

great-grandma gave it to my great-grandma, 

who gave it to my grandma who gave it to my 

mom who gave it to me.  

 

We use it for celebrations.  



 

 
Tasbih 

Ruby crystals, lace, string 

11 3/4 inches 

Saudi Arabia, 2017 

Courtesy of my uncle 

Student Curator: 

Aarosh Z. 

 

My uncle brought it from 

Saudi Arabia on a Umrah 

trip (as a spiritual pilgrim to 

Mecca), for my mom for 100 

Riyals. She gave it to me. This tasbih is really pretty and costs 100 riyals. My 

mom loves to use it so she gave it to me. It is a form of prayer, repeating words 

in praise to Allah.  

 

It is a tasbih used for special dua and prayer. Prophet Muhamed showed his 

daughter Fatima a special kind of dhikr (devotional prayers)  known as Tasbih of 

Fatima.  

Siddur  

Paper and silver 

5 x 3.5 inches  

America 

Courtesy of my grandma 

Student Curator: 

Daniel T. 

 

I got it as a gift from a close 

family member from when my 

grandma was born. You can use it 

for the blessings over bread or 

nuts. 

A long time ago women from 

Yemen made it for decoration and 

sold it. It was very expensive 

because it was made by hand.  
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Thank you for visiting 

our catalogue! 


